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CRESCENT CITY HARBOR, CALIF. 



Committee on Rivkhs and Harbors, 

, House of Representatives, 

, Thunday, February 9, 1922. 

The committee met at 11 o'clock, with Hon. S. Wallace Dempsey, chairman, 
presiding. The committee hud under consideration the recommendation of the 
Chief of Engineers, War Department, respecting the harbor at Crescent City, 
Calif. 

Mr. Osbobke. Mr. Lea is here, and I have a communication here from him, 
which is also signed by Mr. Hawley. It explains what he wunts, and I think 
it would be well to put it in the record. 

Washington, D. C, February 3, 1922. 
Hon. S. Wallace Dempsey, 

Chairman Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 

House of Representatives. 

Dear Sir: On February 3. 1921, your committee adopted a resolution request- 
ing the Board of Engineers to reexamine the reports on Crescent City Harbor, 
Calif., with a view of determining whether the conditions precedent to the 
prosecution of the project by the Government should he modified under exist- 
hiL- conditions. 

In Document No. 4, Sixty-seventh Congress, second session, the Chief of 
Engineers lias reported, in substance, that it is advisable to waive the clause 
requiring assurances of the construction of a railroad from Crescent City to 
Grants Pass; that the Government assume responsibility for expenditures of 
$200,000 instead or the $200,000 iissumed on the adoption of this project, and that 
half of the additional $80,000 required to complete the project be borne by 
local expense and half by the Federal Government 

This project as originally adopted by your committee required the expendif are 
of $100,000 by local interests and $390,000 by the Federal Government, with the 
condition precedent that assurances should be given that a railroad would be 
constructed from Crescent City to Grunts Pass. At that time a contract had 
already been made for the construction of the said railroad. The war and the 
subsequent financial conditions that ensued have made that impossible up to 
this time. 

In order to hasten the improvement, local interests sulisenm'TiUy offered to 
contribute $200,000 for the performance of the work required. Congress accepted 
that offer. Work has progressed on the funds supplied by local interests, nod 
$]2.V.iO0 1ms already been expended. The work is being carried on successfully 
and within the prewar estimates. 

Since the adoption of the project a State highway connecting Crescent City 
inland to Grants Pass. Oreg., and southerly to San Francisco has been provided 
for and is now in course of const rue I ton. 

The recommendation of the Chief of Engineers requires $45,000 additional to 
be furnished by the local interests, but permits the work now in course of con- 
struction to continue, by waiving the railroad clause. The local interests are 
willing to accept tills recommendation. We have no doubt thnt It is for the 
mutual advantage of both the Government and the local interests. We therefore 
urge the acceptance of the recommendations of the Chief of Engineers, 

This is a matter of importance to southern Oregon and northwest California 
It is the key to a large development. If your committee has any hesitancy about 
the matter, we would be glad to have n hearing before your committee. How- 
ever, we feel that your committee will concur in the views of the Chief of 
Engineers and do not care to take up the time of your committee, unless fur- 
ther information is desired in the matter. 

Respect full v submitted. 

Clarence F. Lea. 
W. C. Hawley. . 

89607—22 3 



> y Google 



CRESCENT CITY HARBOR, CALIF. 



The Chairman. Let us get this map to Illustrate Its location. 

Mr. Lea. Crescent City is located About 20 miles from the Oregon line, on 
the coast of northwestern California. 

The Chairman. South of the Oregon line? 

Mr. Lea. South of the Oregon line, In northwest California. 

The Chairman. Let us see if there is a stream that enters into the harbor 
there? 

Mr. Lea. No ; there is no stream. That Is, there is no stream of consequence. 
Mr. Hawley, of Oregon, is practically as deeply Interested In this as we are 
in California. He is unable to be here this morning on account of attending 
the meeting of the Ways and Means Committee on the bonus question, but he 
stated that I could say to you that lie is heart and soul for this proposition. 

Dr. Iteedy, representing Grunts Pass, Oreg., is In the East, and if the com- 
mittee would like to hear him we would have hiiu appear here. He Is not In 
the city now. 

This project was adopted bv the Rivers and Harbors Committee four years 
ago. It was estimated that it would cost $490,000 to build the breakwater. 
AeconlJn;: Id the lermsi i>f the project, $200,000 were required to be (supplied 
by local interests and ^90.000 by the Federal Government. The terms of the 
project as they stand now provide that Federal funds shall not be expended 
until assurances are given that a railroad will be constructed from Crescent 
City to Grants Pass, in Oregon. 

The Chairman. I suppose there the Southern Pacific will connect up with 
the line? 

Mr. Lea. Yes, sir. Last year the Hi vers and Harbors Committee referred 
this to the board of engineers for a report as to the advisability of waiving 
the railroad clause. The Chief of Engineers lias reported in this report you 
have before you favoring the elimination of the railroad clause on condition 
that after the Federal Government has provided $200,000 the local interests 
and Federal Government shall equally bear the additional cost of the project. 
That would mean $45,000 more by the local Interests and $45,000 less by the 
Federal Government. The local interests are willing to comply with those 
terms. What we are asking now is simply the approval of the modification 
of this project as recommended by the board of engineers. 

At the present time $123,000 have been expended of the fund of $200,000 
provided by Del Norte County. 

The Chairman. They ore obliged also for $63,000, practically $64,000 more, so 
that really all of the $200,000 ha* been expended either in money or they have 
o!)tii;iiiril IhomscHes by contract, so rlint there is $11,000 left unexpended. 

Mr. Lea. Yes; $75,000 unspent; only $11,000 unobligated. That is true, and 
the work in the coming season will in all probability exhaust the balance of 
Their funds. So that what we would like to do is to go ahead with this project 
when the local fund !s exhausted instead of pulling out the plat now in opera- 
tion and which is doing the work at prewar prices. Over 50 per cent of the 
property of Del Norte County is in national forests owned by the Federal Gov- 
ernment that pay no taxes ttiere. The Government owns, it is estimated, about 
.S4.OfKi.iMNt.miO feet of lumber hack from the coast in that vicinity. Most of that 
limber must go out through Crescent City Harbor to the sea. So eventually this 
harbor will he worth more to the Federal Government than to anybody else. It 
is worth what it costs in its direct benefit to the Govern nieul, rcira nlless of the 
great development of natural resources that will result from th : s improvement. 

Now I would like to call on Judge Childs. 

STATEMENT OF JUDGE JOHN L. CHILDS, OF CRESCENT CITY, CALIF, 

The Chairman. We understand that this is about 20 miles from the Oregon 
boundary. Suppose you tell us this if you will. Congressman Lea told us how 
far it was from Grants Pass, but tell us how large a place Crescent City is; 
how large a place Grants Pass is: what country this harbor will accommodate: 
what is the nature of the various businesses going on out there; what transpor- 
tation you have now ; and what you expect there in the event of the completion 
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CRESCENT CITY HARBOR, CALIF. 5 

of this project. If you will tell us those tilings in a general way you will help 
the committee very much. 

Judge Childs. Yes. It is by wagon road about 25 niiles to the Oregon line, 
and probably about the distance you say by air line to Crescent City. Crescent 
City has about 1,500 people. Grants Pass is 96 miles from Crescent C.ty ami 
has a population of about 6,000. That ia the nearest place of any size on the 
Southern Pacific. Eureka is about the name distance, about 100 miles south, 
and contains about 12,000 or 15,000 people. Trinidad is south of Crescent C.ty 
75 miles and is the northern terminal of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad, 
running from San Francisco north — 75 miles south from Crescent City. 

The- Southern Pacific comes through Grunts Pass 06 miles from Crescent City. 
South of Grants Pass about 28 miles on the Southern Pacific is Medford, a city 
of 15,000 people, and south of that city about 20 miles is the city of Ashford, of 
about 6,000 or 7,000 people. I understand there are about 70.000 people in 
Rogue River Valley, noted for its very fine fruit, apples, pears, peaches, etc. I 
believe they will ship when the orchards now plimted are producing about 
18,000.000 boxes a year. The freight on it now is something over $1— $1.20 a 
box, but this freight expense will be cut in two when our harbor is improved 
and we Ret the transportation facilities that will surely accrue with an improved 
harbor. The freight charges from Rogue River Valley will then be reduced 
several million dollars annually. 

In Crescent City we have a saw mill. We have a saw mill that saws iihout 
100,000 feet of red-wood lumber n day. year in and year out, and we have had 
two there until recent yean. We sawed about twice that amount, or about 
200.000 feet a day for a long time. 

When our State highways are completed they will bring a lot of freight for 
shipment through Crescent City Harbor. We will soon have them completed 
at great expense. We have bonded our State for $7:1,000,000 and are building 
commercial highways over which trucks can move with freight when completed. 
An 8-mile piece of highway in Del Norte Comity cost $5(10,000 for grading alone. 
The highway to Grants Pass from Crescent City should be completed within 
two years. A lot of it has already been done. It cost a lot of money to do 
pioneer work and I can see no reason why the Government should not help pay 
a portion of this expense, especially as the United Snites owns 84,000,000,000 
feet of timber fronting on this harbor. With a commercial highway from 
Crescent City to Grants Pass, a portion of this timber can lie shipped from 
Crescent City Harbor after it lias been improved without any railroad, because 
auto trucks are now doing a freight business along the line of railroads where 
commercial highways have been built. 

The farming country is strictly dairying. We can not ship anything away 
from there except products which hring a large-price per pound, as butter, 
cheese, etc. We could not ship potatoes from there, because the freight would 
be prohibitive ; we could not ship wheat if we could raise It ; we could not 
ship corn, because the freight would be too heavy ; hut we can and do ship 
butter. It is a natural butter country. 

All the farming that is done there, all the agricultural work is in the line of 
dairying. That does not furnish very much tonnage, of course, for a harbor. 
But hack of Crescent City — we have about 25 or 30 — I think really we have 
40,000,000,000 feet of standing redwood timber there. The lumber owners claim 
that they have 15,000,000,000 feet, but timber people as well as some other 
people want their taxes lower, and I think that they have about three times the 
amount of timber that they claim they have. My statement is honest when I 
say I believe they have about 40,000,000,000 feet of timber. We pay for our 
local government about .$200,000 a year iu taxes. One hundred and fifty thou- 
sand of this comes from the timber owners. We have about the same amount 
of forest-reserve timber that the Government has taken from us, and that covers 
three-fourths of our area. We only have a little strip there that belongs to us 
or ever can belong to the people of Del Norte County. The balance of it be- 
longs as much to the people of the city of Washington, IX C, as it does to the 
people of Crescent City, excepting that we may get a little more money out of 
it in a business way when they are working it off, because it can be taken no 
other way than through Crescent City. If this timber were owned by private 
Individuals and they were paying taxes on it they would pay about $150,000 a 
year In taxes, and we could improve our own harbor until we had one of the 
best harbors on the coast. But I mention that simply as I go along. 

The Chairman. Those f..rest reserves pay no taxes at all? 
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6 CRESCENT CITY HARBOR, CALIF. 

Judge Childs. Absolutely not one cent of taxes, and eight years ago when I 
was here I went to the Chief Forester of the Forest Department. Mr. Graves, 
and he had Col. Greeley, who I now And in his position (that is, as Chief For- 
ester), and through our Congressman, Mr. Kent at that time, through an 
Introduction from him, he gave me a statement of tlie timber in the forest 
reserve back of Crescent City. There is 84,000,000,000 of it. You will notice 
south of Crescent City on any map of the country that the Klatnutb lliver meets 
the water of the ocean about 10 miles south of Crescent City. The Klamath 
River has its source in Klamath Lake, located in southeastern Oregon. Thin 
river is about 200 miles long and passes through United States forest reserves 
nearly its entire length, and it is a most wonderful growth of timber.. This 
river runs in a southwesterly direction to the ocean. To the north, I should 
say about 30 miles north of Cresent City, is tbe mouth of the liogue Itlver. 
This stream lias its source alKiut 40 miles north of the source of the Klamath 
Kiver. and It runs about 200 miles in a westerly direction to the ocean. Ftilly 
three- fourths of all the territory between thi»sp two rivers is reserved by the 
United States as forest reserves— over 84,000,000,000 of standing merchantable 
timber, which is owned hy the Government and which should And its way to 
the ports of the world from Cresceut City Harbor. 

.The valleys of those rivers and the mountain sides through which they run 
contain about 84,000,000,000 feet of timber that belongs to tbe Government, 
that is. in forest reserves, and is reserved for the use of the people of the whole 
country. That 84,000,000,000 feet of timber— we can not realize tbe amount of 
timber that is, because a million feet is a lot — belongs to you people as much 
as it does to us. Eighty-four billion feet, though, at a dollar a thousand, is 
worth $84,000,000 to the Government If they could sell it; and all of it could 
• be sold if we bad transportation facilities. There is over 30 per cent of that, 
or about 30,000,000,000 feet of timber, that is ripe and is deteriorating in value ; 
and not only that, it will rot after a while itud will be gone unless something 
Is done to give us transportation. Not only will it rot and go, but it is a con- 
stant fire menace to all of the rest of the timber, and it should be taken out. 
We should have the transportation through the country that an Improved har- 
bor at Crescent City would naturally and surely bring. 

The Chaibuan. How is It a menace? 

.fudge Childs, Why. in that warm country back there the timber is mostly 
of different kinds of pine. Redwood will not burn. There is no danger of 
possible tire with redwood. Not even in houses will it burn readily. But the 
jiine, If a man who is camping in the country leaves a particle of flre in his 
cami) tire, or if he throws a cigarette stump out when passing through the 
country in an automobile, and sometimes even without any known cause what- 
ever fires will start, and it is not uncommon to lose millions of timber in 
one fire, and it spreads and spreads. We have lost millions and millions of feet 
In our own county by forest fires. The great forest forces of the Government 
come in there and try to save it and put it out. Of course, you gentlemen know 
what a forest lire is. It gets awfully hot. 

The Chairman. What you mean to any ahout the ripe timber is that when 
ii Incomes ripe it has then begun to decay. It loses its foliage and dries, 
and then becomes subject to ignition from the slightest cause, whereas the 
green timher is not so subject to fire? 

Judge Childs. Yes; that is It; and the immense heat from the fire in 
decayed timber burns up everything on the land — green timher and all. The 
only timber the Government takes any note of in cruising is good timber— 
the standing timber that Is good. There is an unlimited amount of fallen and 
decayed timber, and all that, but when they have a forest flre It burns every- 
thing off. 

Mr. McDuffie. About what is the value of that stumpage? 

indue Childs. That stumpage, from the forest estimate, the very cheapest 
where it is away from the railroad. Is estimated at as low as 50 cents ; but 
the great hulk of it is estimated at from $1.25 to $3.75 i<er thousand. Sugar 
pine, where you have to haul it quite a distance by wagon and horses, is 
worth three or four or Ave dollars a thousand. 

Mr. McDuffib. What did you say is the population ofCreacent City? 

Judge Cmms. One thousand five hundred. ^^^^k 

The Chairman. How are you going to bring down tip ^Vte the harbor 

when you get the harbor completed? ^j^^^_ J ^^fc_ 

Judge Childs. Most of it can he^^^^Haro • ^fcf y !t is 

, handled to-day is by rail. 
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The Chairman. Neither one of your rivers empties at Crescent City? 

Judge Chtlds. No ; but we have from the north 15 miles of railroad that is 
now completed from a place called Brookings, just over the line in Curry 
County, Oreg. South to Smith River we have 15 miles of railroad. 

The Chairman. Logging railroad? 

Judge Childs. Well, it Is logging railroad, built standard gauge. It is pretty 
heavy Iron, well graded, so that when the North west cm Pacific gets in through 
Crescent City and goes north toward Portland through Curry County, Oreg., it 
will take this 15 miles of road over. It is built wltb that in view. Then we 
nave 15 miles more of railroad connecting Smith River with Crescent City. 
That makes 30 miles of railroad we have to the north. From Crescent City 
south we are building a railroad toward the Klamath River, where we can 
connect with the timber in that watershed. We perhaps have 12 miles of that 
constructed and in operation. Hobl>s, Wall & Co. construct a few miles of this 
road every year, us that company owns u large tract of timber near the Klamath 
and is working in that direction. Hohbs. Wall & Co. owns and operates our 
big sawmill at Crescent City. All of the above railroad — about 42 miles — 
will eventually be taken over by the Northwestern Pacific Co. 

Grants Puss by the railroad survey is 91 miles from Crescent City, and the 
survey runs through forest reserves most of the way. Grunts Puss has com- 
pleted and in operation 15 miles of this railroad. Crescent City has completed 
and in operation 12 miles of this road, leaving to be constructed 64 miles. 
The owners of this 27 miles of railroad will give the roads and all their equip- 
ment to anyone who will build the remaining 64 miles. Now, if the Committee 
■on Rivers and Harbors report favorably on the modification of our harbor 
project it will he a tremendous help to us in financing the remaining 64 miles 
of this railroad. 

The Chairman, Does that not all come from this: Ton have some short 
railroads and you have some prospects for connections with through lines. 
I suppose that the short lines, as far as they extend out from Crescent City, 
are used for logging purposes? 

Judge Childb. Absolutely. That is why they were built. 

The Chairman-. That takes care of the territory, as I understand you, from 
straight north and straight south? 

Judge Chiijib. ISvooknigs south to near the Klamath River, and the east some. 

The Chairman. What other facilities have you for getting your logs from 
Crescent City south when you get the harbor? 

Judge Childb. We have none. 

The Chairman. Do you bring them down by team? 

Judge Childr. We are logging on those railroads. You understand they 
run Into the forests. We log with them altogether. We, are not using any 
teams or ox teams or horses and have not for many years. Everything is done 
by steam. 

The Chairman. How do you get to the river? 

Judge Childb. By steam : by railroads. 

The Chairman. They run lateral roads into the forests? 

Judge Chii.os. Yes. They go out into the timber with railroads just the 
same as when we get our railroad from Grant's Pass to Crescent City there 
will he laterals running hack. 

The Chaihman. What is the nearest City north and south? 

Judge Childs. Eureka is about 100 miles south. 

The Chairman. That is the first one south? 

Judge Chilus. Yes, s'r. 1 am giving wugon-rond distance — I think Coos Bay 
is about 17D miles north. 

The Chaihman. t'mpqua is about 20 miles farther north from Coos Bay? 

Judge Chii.db. As I remember Cnipqua, it is farther north from there. I 
thought I mode it clear that this 15 miles of railroad from Brooking, Oreg., 
down rowan! Crescent City gives us 3© miles of railroad from Crescent City 
north, and the railroad from Crescent City south, where we are getting our 
timber for the mill — those railroads will be taken over naturally by the North- 
western Pacific when the Northwester n Pacific gets up here to meet them. 

The Northwestern Pacific is now built to Trinidad in Humboldt County, and 
now they are talking this year of putting in 12 miles more, getting up farther 
into the timber. You will understand that railroad will have an immense 
amount of timber to take out. But back of our community, back of Crescent 
City, there are 84.1*10.000,000 feet of timber, and there are ahout 125,000,000,000 
feet that have been bought by people in the community and is now owned 
mostly by con 'orations, that should Hud a sea level at Crescent City. That 
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should come out at Crescent City. The contour of the country shows tliat 
the logs should come, or that the lumber should come that way, because the- 
rivers run that way and the logs will be moved naturally over the lines of 
least resistance to sea level or deep water. 
The Chairman. Over the easiest grades? 

Judge Childs. Yes. We have, fortunately, hack of Crescent City and up the 
little river called Smith River in here (there is only a little of it shown here — 
there it Is— Smith River is shown about here) about 8 miles north of Crescent 
City, and then it comes from near the Oregon line. This railroad we have in 
prospect Is down Smith River, from the headwaters of Smith River in Del Norte- 
County, Calif., and the headwaters of Elk Creek In Oregon. 

There Ib a very low pass, 2,300 feet, Against 4-125 feet on the Siskiyou, via 
the Southern Pacific, to get into the Rogue River Valley. In order to get the 
freight into Uiat valley now they must send it by San Francisco over the 
Siskiyou Mountains, an altitude of 4,125 feet, or they must send it north over 
excessive altitudes to Portland. Against that we have a railroad surveyed— 
the survey goes to a point between these two creeks or rivers and by putting 
in a half-mile tunnel the altitude Is only 1,900 feet. Grams Pass has an altitude 
of about 1,100 feet. The freight from southern Oregon, by way of the Crescent 
City route, will only have to be raised about 800 feet. 

Mr. Osborne. What Mr. Lea explained to US is that change indicated by him. 
Judge ChiiJds. What we are asking the committee to do is to accept the 
report of the board of Army engineers for rivers and harbors anil eliminate- 
from the present bill the railroad provision. We can not possibly give assur- 
ance to the Secretary of War that a railroad will be built between Crescent 
City and Grants Pass within a reasonable time now, and we are asking you; 
gentlemen to give us a favorable report on the board of Army engineers' recom- 
mendation. 

The Chairman. Have you only one saw mill at Crescent City? 
. Judge Childs. Only one. 
The Chairman. What is the capacity of it? 
Judge Childs. One hundred thousand feet. 
The Chairman. It is in daily operation? 
Judge Childs. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Has it been In operation for a long time? 
Judge Childs. For 32 years to my knowledge has a mill been in operation- 
there that has cut 100,000 feet a day. And that amount of lumber has heen 
cut there every day during tlie past 60 years. It would certainly average that. 
The Chairman. Is Crescent City growing? 
Judge Childs. Growing very slowly. 

The Chairman. How long has it been at substantially its present population? 
Judge Childs. I am sorry to tell you. gentlemen, our town is not nearly so> 
large to-day as It was in 1860. In 1860 all this territory in Siskiyou County 
from Dunsmuir to Roseburg, Oreg., got' its freight through Crescent City. 
Millions of tons of freight were shipped from San Francisco through Crescent 
City before the Southern Pacific completed its railroad through southern Oregon. 
We have this low gap, and naturally a good place to land freight at Crescent 
City. I would like to have you glance at that picture of Crescent City Harbor. 
ThsW kuv photographs do not lie. We have quite a bay In there and our object 
is to build from that point there a breakwater so as to protect this water. It 
is thoroughly protected from the northwest now, hut we want it protected from 
the south and southwest, if possible. I have a small picture here which show* 
what we did the first year. We spent, I suppose, about $60,000 the first year 
and put this breakwater In. You can see the foam out here. There was a big 
storm outside there, but inside it is as calm as a mill pond. 

The Chatrman. Whv ilo you suy ymi propose to build your breakwater there? 
Judge Childs. We propose to build the breakwater there, extending front 
that rock to this rock [indicating on the map]. There Is a reef of rock extend- 
ing out here from this point to this point, and it leaves deep water Inside, ami 
it falls right off from the outside. This will show you better than that perhaps 
[showing another picture]. There is the point from where we stopped, and 
here is n picture of the work we did the first year— about $60,000 worth. In 
building the breakwater from that point to there, all along from here out K> 
there, cost about $60,000. 
The Chairman. How far is that— what proportion of the entire distance? 
Judge Childs. That Is about a quarter of the distance. 
The Chairman. Ahout how long a breakwater will It he? 
Judge Childs. Three thousand feet. 
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I wish to call your attention to Ibose breakers out there. Those breakers 
were heavy there, and that picture was taken at a very rough time, very stormy. 
T iii r i. ,1. ... ii' . . i. | ii.. r- ni 1 1. i.-l mil ■■ •■• ■ in . . Ii..-a .-iilfn it Is hi-loV 
The work we have already done lias helped us a lot ; and even if we get nothing 
from Congress, when we spend our $200,000 there we will have gotten some- 
thing, but we never could have bonded the county for (he S^Xl.i.KM) if we had not 
had reason to believe we were going to get something from the Covermnenr. 
I have here on the map h copy of the Oiivcriiitient limp which we have printed. 

You see the point marked over there. Hete is the point I have marked with 
■an "X" on that picture over there. Right there is where we started in; first 
we were building there — there is the rock — hut the Board of Army Engineers 
for Rivers and Harbors asked us to come out and explain what there was back 
of the country. We came and explained. Then the Board of Engineers 
thought it would he n little better to get a further survey, so that we could 
make it larger if Congress wanted to add to it later on. It extends out 3,000 
feet that wny and out to here. The whole project, of course, is from there to 
here 1 indicating], leaving an entrance 40 feet, deep, and it would be a very good 
harbor. But what we are asking* is to have the project completed. If we can 
get that built from there to here, you will see imw it iirnrects our wharves. We 
have 13 feet of water here and about If) here. When the tide is In vessels ejin 
usually lie here. They can not He out there. We have three little vessels that 
-come In there, making trips from San Francisco. 

The Chairman. Your storms are from the northwest, are they not? 

Judge Chii.ds. No, sir; they are from the southwest. Of course they" are from 
the west, too. Our heavy season Is In the winter time, and then the most severe 
storms come from the southwest. 

The Chairman. The 3,000 feet will bring you to there [indicating]? 

Judge Childb. Bring us there. It will not protect us from the South but 
it will give us a lot of protection. It will protect us from south storms, but 
not altogether. 

The Chairman. Would this be protected in here during any storm ; would 
that breakwater protect? 

Judge Childs. Oh, yes. It would be protected on that side absolutely. Of 
course, we get a lot of protection, you understand, here. You will notice this 
comes from these rocks here. Those rocks come right to the top of the water. 
But out there we get it In pretty good shape. 

I want to call your attention to one other feature of Crescent City Harbor. 
Mr. Osborne will bear me out in saying that most of the breakwaters are built 
on sand. They sink ; at the mouth of Humboldt Bay they are built on sand 
and they sink, and I think they had Jetties out there In the sand, and they had 
trouble in getting the breakwaters to stay up. They did not stay up until they 
were built upon and built upon. With us we will have no trouble of that kind. 
It is all rock bottom. With us there is no chance for debris to form any ob- 
structions whatever in the mouth of the harbor. That breakwater, as time 
goes on, will probably be impaired to some extent by heavy seas but it will not 
alnk to any extent. The rock will all be there but It will not sink. It may 
flatten out some but not much. It stands well to date. It will never sink. 

Another thing, if the Government should want it. they could dredge that be- 
cause It is sandstone, and it could be made deeper inside. It is now 30 feet 
deep here. 

There is another feature, and that is that Crescent City. Calif., Is almost 
midway between San Francisco Bay and Puget Sound. If we had a little 
harbor so that an injured vessel could come In there and lie safely, even In sum- 
mer time. It would be of great advantage to shipping on the Pacific coast. 
That has been made clear by different writers on the subject, and by Mr. Lea, 
and Mr. Kent before him. 

The Chairman. A harbor of refuge? 

Judge Chiijis. Yes, sir. A harbor of refuge to some extent, and with only 
the little work we ask you to do. 

I think you understand about the little railroad. We have altogether about 
200.000.000.000 feet of timber that ought to come out through Crescent City. 
If we get this little help from you people it will help us materially In getting 
our railroad built. We have now another litte bite from some peope who want 
to huild a railroad. Now, If we could say that the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors at Washington have favornhly reported on our project it might make 
quite a difference In getting that railroad, because the harbor Improved will 
eventually bring a railroad. Oentlemeu. I thank you. 
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